
CRannKennedyInterviewedHimselfEnthusiasticallyWhileKateCarewGasped
The Author of "The Terrible Meek" Overflowed

with a Flood of Words That Ran in Many
Channels, While His Caller Managed

to Slip in an Occasional Question.
Bf Knie fnrew.

Mr CHARLES RANN KENNEDY.
Rann Kennedy, as he sitcns hlm-

self opened the door of the living
mf^rn to m) timid Kn<" K Some hearth-and-

nome celebrity has asserted that there is
ie big enough f«">r two married stars.

¦Mr a*- M« Rsnn Kennedy «Miss F*tl»el
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'tl, Theatre,
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The Terrifie Meek.' " said be, "wheth«
er it ri>« s or tails, wlll.be read all ovei

»111 «d world. Th« morning of th<
* pro« iced " was . ceived bj

the «zar, the Pope Kaiser. klltgB
ecclesiastical

t < dltors, us at rival timed
<>nd with Its première here."

r m the Interview Mr. «'. Rann Ken-
si » M one Who knOWS, "Thank
re is no reel modesty about me."

1 cannot heij» snatching this from Its con«
t« and Inserting II here; it sesma so

tb |ng method.
l pardon me. His aura has the

t:nt i.f forgt* »

.kren't you afraid to have ¦ play with
idous m« sviiui« in such «i
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m that you have s splen-
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ma \ot a v...ni is loot there, not
an inflection, not a gesture. There can

' no skimp* a« ting, no halting pi
think' le intimate, as an« the COHI0-

! tragedl« ¦ "f the home "

Mr. Kennedy then paid sewn«.! compli-
Ames ns direct«»,

l remember only m a general way,
mental photo-

if ih»- prophet i ever stopped
»nathi and played with the chil-

would haw- looked, I am sure, as
' " C. Rann '. . nn« d« . who ha 11 i

tirr r,f « peer, whi'h la, however, quite
| and rntrth loving His psycbl« QUal

" .¦¦... tar f islni variety,
ser his phi itesl th« Ima bul both sri
there, carefully blended
And tn th' rim nf that lace are contained

is Httle roundish eyes that have looked
94 th« mnrld wl'h good pnrpoSS, for there IS
s» mail«, fit, resentment, pessimism in

their brown depths. He has the scholar's
briivv. topped with a lion's mane, which he
tosses to and fro. balancing many gestures.
for his words aro never Just words, they
are vital expressions of thought, energizing

¡hi,- whole big. healthy body. He Is tall.
broad shouldered, shows all the forty years
he admits, -«nd bis complexion refiites any
theory th?»t h» has looked at life through a
stained glass window.

T don't mean to insinuate ti at Mr K

nedy Is a modern Samson nnd that
wall of his apartment would fall in if
barber should become absent-minded so

i do a ond« t how he wo

seem if his m.ine were cropped
"'Are you an American cltlSen?" 1 n^k
Now. don t blame me for asking it It

a question that nal irally suggests its.

He speaks of himself .» ;¡ clergyman,
he Is, in reality, preacher and politic;
combined, a s»u t of composite picture
John Knox .-md vv'llllam ->. bryan. W
his pipe high In air. his attitude of

and s hoia' his vast vocabula
winch do.- not Ignore a variety of mr;

suited to a Southern colonel, «*. Rann K«

nedy would be a great political asset

th»' <; «> P or the Tammany organisât!«
We have importe! clergymen, hi tors, ¡

directors, painter.-, why not a politic!
n< w and then0
At my interrogation, Mr. Kennedy ru

and declaims, as from an Imaginary cai

tail.

AS REGARDS HIS PREFERENCE
"l have mad'- an application for citize

ship, but I am sorry to say my papers w

not h»- received In time t<» vote, for".
"I couldn't make out whether he sa

'Teddy' or "Taft.' While uttering the mr

lis pipe needed sudden attention, and
h ng, shrill shriek through the stem was ;

the Information I got, except a T.'
"Why?"
I put the question In monosyllabic fort

thinking he might be deceived, that 1 1

tended to ask why vote for Teddy wh«
Taft was hen-, or vice versa.

He wasn't »aught by my subtlety.
"I became an American citizen, primari

because I am earning my living here ar

I do not believe that such an outwor

narrow and bitter emotion like patriots
should prevent a man from taking up h

political responsibilities, wherever h«

economically attached."
«if »nurse thai Ides of patriotism Wt

new to me. i hesitated foi an answn
v. it h should embody the principles of tv

Declaration and Patrick Henry'« famoi

address, "When in «he course of huma
events," and "My lords, what have i t

say," etc.
He dio not wall for me to frame it. Th

amokt came in tiny, grayish puffs.
That docs not mean that 1 am le**

patriot, bul that 1 am more, much mot«

The world Is my parish, a*- John \\. in

said. Incidentally, l siso love America,
think it is the finest place In the world t<
ive in. And I don't say this to throv

bouquets, as i fancy my plays will show
by and by. There's a lot t»> alter in Amer
lea, abo, before it becomes paradise."
"Certainlj oui suburbs don't susses! thi

Garden of Ed» n yet." I sigh« d.
His attitude on the Imaginary carl tal

recalled to my mind the London Roclal
in», tings in Hyde lark on Sunday aft.

icons.
So I asked, diffidently:
"Do von think s sort of-er-Hyde Park ei

focus would help us to settle any ol oui

:.nef"
HYDE PARK NOT NEEDED HERE

"There is no necessity for the Hyde Pork
gathering in America, The essential Idea
m* Hyde Park is s place where black¬
guards and outcasts iik<- myself can gel
up and prophesy against wlckedn« In
huh pi.o is. America la one vast, splendid
patk "f vagabonds where we may all,
everywhere, k> up and t¡»lk si we please
And we »h», talk as we please. Tin re

are signs, however, »»f the old, evil, aristo¬
cratic mouth-gaggins coming along even

here. So there is fear of «I.initiation for
¡his land, too."
Mercy, I musí got him off that subject.

Too rursy for me.
.¦What is your doctrine*?" I inqulied.

(soothingly, i "" trine Is ..» nice, » cue word

.I don't draw lines I pre,,, h a spiritual
change »>f heatt I'm a clergyman, not a

lawyer. . . 'Seek ye first the kingdom
of heaven an») if* lighteou nesi and All
»i thinus will be addfd unto . OU This

doesn't mean thai don't recognls« I

perfectly obvious snd simile huslnosi prop-
oeltlon of nationalizing SI quickly as pos¬
sible all the big Industries, to bf followed

lust as o,uloklv by the iit»le ones That's
oti'v the job of a level-headed gro» er

Ihe^e,' no dlfflfiiliv about a simple thlna;
like that. No real thinker duiinf the last

"THE WORLD IS MY PARISH," SAYO C. RANN KENNEDY, PLAYWRIGHT.

hundred years ever supposed there would
he any difficulty about it. It's only the
rich people who pretend there is. i won¬

der why? I don't think it necessarily
going tn Increase happiness of the lasting
kind; although it will make it easier for a

great many people to try and t«« happy.
Happiness i« a spiritual quality, and Ju>t
at present demanda a cl mge of h« art t«.»

attain it."
lie was «m the right path, making straight

f"t ail sorts of socialistic utterance He
must I»' kept there.

I murmured something shout taxes, in-
' ome an«! Inh« i Itsnce,
"Inheiilati» e |a\; oh, \« >..n... \..

income tax might <l" ii If th« people

.willed it thai way and had it prop«* ¡"

graduated up to the point of extinguishing
capital held b) Individúala at a certain
point."
«Mercy, again! I «hurt knot, about taking

that Increase of salar* Trouble ahead.
Will the p. m ««nil -1« m« nl «iii.r too

do w hen w..m. h \..t« .¦'

"Is it possible" such ai.i
Ible" "for women tn .¦ more Influ-

enced h) personal feeling than the man

voter I Ac ¦¦.¦ sy, I hsd at her tru
fat of t he world to a ..

« h h In« lud« lh< love of hll
dren, .I rleanl purlt) and
ml. r, faith In . I«! »snd loj alt). pity and
tin- dealre of helping broken thing« in

tn the personal feelings nf many men. I
can't Imagine women selling the things
they love for a lump of dirty mnney or

for place. Not woman generally. Not
woman free. Not woman with a vnte in
h.r hand."

I loved that "desire of helping broken

thing) "

It '..ins to voir Aunt Kate, my dears.
BJ if thit sums up the whole question of

woman'« present attitude the deslio of

Coming a- a It. d i'toss nurse «nines to a

battlefield, bringing gentleness, mercy and
those oit'.i' qualities Mr Kennedy named
to patch up the broken down, Incompetent

\ tems thai hsve brought netthei serenity,
happiness nor freedom to «i world which

COILS FROM THE CALABASH.

The Ground Covered by the Preacher-Author-*
Actor-Playwright-Student Ranged from the

Little Theatre to Socialism, from
Patriotism to Doctrines.

has fought long **nd strenuously and gained
none of the things that are really worth

while. T would like to have said this, but

It was not my Interview.
But It was the thought of these "real

things" that prompted my next Inquiry
"Will socialism »*orrect the conditions

which lead to strikes?"
"Yes. Socialism will do so by securing

to the worker the heneflts of his labor In

peace and foresight and Justice instead >f

driving him to obtain It by war. Strikes-

are warfare, and In their resulting agony
and loss jest as damnable as soldiers' war¬

fare.onlv a little more Justifiable A'

present we are all being hoodwinked and

bossed by a pack of thieving shopkeeners

b\n hlarh places W» must get rid of th«

fellows. Not hy bomb and la lanterne' a

the other bloodv minded furies of an «

asperated populace, but kg the spirit«
means of repentance, common sense a

civilization. We must civilize them cai

fully, lovingly, hut Anally out of exli
enre. at the same time taking care

civilize their hnital unbeliefs out of o

own hearts.

A STUDY IN OPPOSING TONES

A cathedral stillness Invaded the roo

lending additional tranquillity to Its gc

¡ tones. The harmonious Incongruity of tl

man. with his strange creeds, his act

nature, his weird vocabulary, hexamete

and curses hurled by turns, his acrobat
poses, pleased my artist soul. I was In

In contemplation of the picture until h

voice, like a musical bomb, again explod<
amid the gray shadows.
"As a matter of fact wo are all tarr«

with the same vulgarity, the worklngmn

j just as much as the capitalist. What S

want is a change of heart, the world ove

| Then will corne the real Revolution, tl

real Reign of Terror, which Is going i

bring peace on earth. Only I prefer tl

moro ancient, names for this event: 'Tl

coming of the I.ord In clouds of glory
or again, 'the Kingdom of Heaven o

earth!' "

"Will socialism end In bloodshed?"
"I cannot say. I am Inclined to thin

that here changes will he brought aboti

hy the ballot. In Kngland blood may h

shed, unless some big man comes. I ha

rather a big mob than a big man. Rut

don't mind the big man if he does mnb'

work. And by moh 1 don't mem a violen

I rabble nf despairing drunkards hnt Wit!
blood lust. I mean God's moh-the COmmoi

people, people like you and me, the out

slders who do the work. I don't knov

that a compromising TJberal politician I:

quite the big man of my mind, although

I recognize gladly and thankfully Asqutth'l
recent action.as to government interior

ence In the direction of enforcing g mini¬

mum wage In the case of the miners, which

ought to have been done before."

"And you choose the drama to promul¬
gate your views"*"

«"oils from the calabash.
"Yes. In sixty or eighty years America

will he to the modern world what Greece
was to the ancient. Its theatre will express

the national life as the «»reek theatre did

In the Attic days when all so.-ial. domestic
and religious questions were answered on

the Stage In the sight and sound of the

people."
"Will plays t»e merely local «dmrt lived

then?" I Inquired
"The Creek »liama lives The plays of

Shakespeare and Molière live. rnn<*h and
Judy lives. There Is no hypocrisy In any
of them. They aie COnetSS and real Von

Can I have a sincere drama unless vn.j have
a sincere national life."

By sincerity you mean reellem?"
"Not ti«-« essai II* If by realism you mean

to Inquire, must a playwright be a mur¬

derer In order to know how to depict one.

The artlsf mu«t have s receptive power*»
hut he must have a resisting one as welL
Me should, by sympathy, observation, ex¬

perience come In contait with life Ho
should know which brush to nJM for his
pi< ture "

Mr «'. Kann Kennedy twldd'ee* the thumb
and fingers of his pipeless hand

" I hate the twtddly, flddly-faddly young
men who splash paint and »all It srt.
splash words and call it literature vilo

little rads who talk chivalry, bit haven't
a to'ich of it In their souls They 'dope*
vou with th* poisonous phrases word de¬

lirium, mer# phosphorescent scum hiding
corruption. It's because chivalry i«. only
a cant word that the middle class Kngllah

woman to-dav Is In such a deplorable con«,

dltion. Tou cannot conceive what shea
had to endure. Thank Ood the end'a In

sight! If the good old-fashioned 'squire,'
with his kind heart and rambunctious
ways had endured, who knows how dif¬
ferent thtngs might have been.but he has
practically passed along.*'
Mr. Kennedy twls's his legs about In hla

wrath and disappears Into the depths of

his coat, leaving a fringe of hair visible
over his coat collar. His clothes express
rage, raised to th« nth power.

"I find the high brow muckers perfectly
Irritating. I'm sick of all the rot they talk

about Impressions'.tea <*up brands <*f

emotion."
"Do you write down to the lowest Intel¬

ligence?" I manag»» to get In.
"I love the lowest Intelligence In the same

detree that I loathe the so-called 'Intel¬
lectual' point of view. Take John Mase-
fleld's work; how many of the 'intellect¬
uals' appreciate it? I have heard he was

a bar-keep here on your Kast Side; now

London acclaims him as one of her big
poets. He Is, for he Is sincere. He didn't

go out looking for 'life' so he» could write

about his experiences. He went plodding
along, and when the time came and he

could step on and up he did, and gave his

messag« to the world because he had found
it in the natural sequence of éventa"

THE MODERN TOUCH.
"What do you mean by the modern

touch?"
"When the Oxford or Harvard men. as

the case may be, come out of college« they
have wonderful, original Idea». They have
poetry, history, philosophy, 'at their -lingers'
ends, but when they try to put their ld«?as
Into words they become aca»lemlc, cap and
gowny. Xow. a voting chap like Sheldon
has the real modern touch. He expresses
himself in everyday words He puts hla
characters In an everyday environment
His work Is classic In Its simplicity, tut
there Is no cultured withdrawal. He com j

from his alma mater a perfect hoy In ex¬

perience and gives a clean-cut. forcible
expression of what he sees about him and
feels. There Is no emotion In life that
Sophocles did not express, and if Sophocles
were alive to-day he would have) *the mod¬
ern touch' as he ha«l It when he wrote."
There are gnat truths treated of In Mr.

Kennedy's play. The Terrible Meek," and
they are clothed In «»«mmon words.

1 ask: "Did you have the modern touch
In mind when you wrote It?"

"I certainly did It brings the message
doser home When I am travelling about
from church to chur.-h, from meeting house
to meeting house, from carttall to cari¬
no». 1 often read the Mil 1* and njnjse the
words a little cockney turn an Kast Sid«
twist, ¡i b»t of brogue, now and then. Th«
people like It .lust that little human note
seems to bridge over the great chasm of
years Slmplh-lty that's the whole storv

You v. adored voiir Kmerson and Ig¬
nored Walt Whitman «tou've -m «,, |i»arn
where t<» find slmpltcttv. and. üben found,
to appreciate it res said thai before. I
know, but I'm an awful egotist «nd It
takes a profound egotist like I am".
He gives a sort of chuckling took as tf

he expect,-«! nie to contradict I dldn » Hut
I don't object to an egotist If only bis ac¬

tions match his words.

."«'arlvle used tons of rhetoric to are___
the value of silence I sav the same thing
over and over to urge «-implicit) World
of paradox«*- I'm .me Mut Whitman was

¦Imple Your po.ts dont have to hark back
t«» Swinburne, njrtto had a wonderful gift of
Words, <»r to old Tennyson, who. to my

mind, had a finer Imagination."
"Laily Warwick." said I. Introducing one

celebrity to another. "made practically the
same fem.uk."

* Because she has a sincere outlook."
Some people question that sincerity ***

"I don i " Mr. Kennedy's contortions are

strenuously optimistic. "She used to bo

-¡.ndidlv Some of m\ Socialistic frenda
worked wit It her Is she still dai-llni?
How d»"»es she look"*"'

Stunning' Lovely' Picture of healthl"
.Her diction" It should be a lesson to

your Amerli'Sn actresses."
I bridled a bit "Tou think the English

actresses sre superior to ours?"

Osatlaaed <_» fourth sage


